Gold labelling of RNA in virus-induced mitochondrial vesicles in the sheep blowfly Lucilia cuprina.
Membranous vesicles are thought to be the replication site for viral RNA of many plant and animal viruses. A relatively rare site of virus-associated vesiculation is that of the mitochondrial outer membrane. In this study, virus-induced mitochondrial vesicles of the blowfly, Lucilia cuprina, were labelled with ribonuclease/gold and an antibody against double stranded RNA (anti-polyinosinic:polycytidylic acid). Both methods showed the presence of RNA in the vesicles thus indicating they may be a site for viral RNA replication in Lucilia.